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Each of us that find our way through the gates 
of the Cemetery have a personal connection 
to this place. Whether it is through the loss 
of a family member or friend, or perhaps a 
connection born out of the flora and fauna, 
there is something about Cave Hill Cemetery 

that quiets the soul.  

Within the last few years, I found my own family connection here 
when I discovered that Andrew Cowan was related to me through 
my father’s lineage. Cowan’s efforts to develop the park system, raise 
funds for the Statue of Liberty, and his endearing work to unify a torn 
and separated society ravaged by war is inspiring to say the least. 

The Cave Hill Heritage Foundation works diligently to preserve 
stories like Cowan’s through monument restoration, environmental 
preservation, and educational programming. Your contributions keep 
these stories alive and allow them to serve as an inspiration for the 
next generation of leaders. In fact, these efforts and the work of our 
entire Cave Hill team was celebrated this past year when American 
Cemetery & Cremation Magazine awarded Cave Hill Cemetery the 
2021 American Cemetery 
Excellent Award! This 
nation-wide recognition 
exemplifies our continual 
dedication to you and 
your family as we serve 
our community. 

Thank you for your 
support, encouragement, 
and inspiration to keep 
“preserving the past for 
the future.” We hope you 
enjoy this year’s Annual 
Report. 

Warmly,

Gwen M. Mooney
President & CEO, Cave Hill Cemetery
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Beauty can be found at Cave Hill Cemetery in every season of the year. As the winter snows 
melt, and signs of spring begin to appear, we are reminded of how blessed we are to have 
such a beautiful place to memorialize and remember our loved ones. Following are some 
highlights of what the Cave Hill Heritage Foundation, with your support, has accomplished in 
the past year to achieve our mission to “Preserve the Past for the Future”.

Restoration of historical structures and monument art is a pillar of the Foundation’s mission. 
This past year approximately 260 markers and monuments were cleaned and/or repaired, 
and craftspeople have continued work on maintenance and restoration of the beautiful 

Satterwhite memorial.

The Foundation has committed to participating in the New York-based Bridge to Crafts Careers Program in 
collaboration with the World Monuments Fund and work began on this project in 2021. The program offers 
underrepresented youth in the Louisville area hands-on technical training with the opportunity for a stable career. 
Through some significant grants, the Foundation will facilitate the training of area young people as they work 
together to restore monuments within the cemetery.

Preservation of Cave Hill’s arboricultural setting is an important part of the Foundation’s work. A professional 
consultant has recently completed an inventory of Cave Hill’s trees listing 7,559 trees within the Cemetery 
representing 549 unique species. Cataloging this amazing collection of trees is an important step toward the 
cemetery’s goal of becoming an accredited Level III arboretum by ArbNet – which would make Cave Hill one 
of only 42 Level III arboreta globally!

Community education and awareness are central to the mission of the Foundation. This past year 
we have conducted numerous cemetery tours and lectures focusing on history, the Civil War, literary 
figures, and notable women buried at Cave Hill. We have also partnered with organizations such as 
The Filson Historical Society, Waterfront Botanical Gardens, Frazier History Museum, and Trees 
Louisville in an effort to provide stimulating educational experiences throughout the community. We 
hope you will participate in some of the many events planned for 2022.

The beautiful trees and plants, stately buildings, and monumental art at Cave Hill have all been 
patiently planted, built or carved by gardeners and artisans. Now it is our turn to preserve and enhance 
this beautiful place. Your contributions to the Cave Hill Heritage Foundation support the cemetery’s 
restoration, beautification and education efforts. Thank you for your continued interest in Cave Hill 
Cemetery, a sacred place rich in history and unsurpassed in beauty.

With gratitude,

Paul J. Bickel, III
Board President, Cave Hill Heritage Foundation, Inc.
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Created in 2005, the Cave Hill Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization that is dedicated to preserving the past for the future. We are an 

educational organization that is devoted to finding creative ways to immerse our 

community in history and nature by sharing information and offering learning 

experiences. The mission of the Cave Hill Heritage Foundation is three-fold: 

	 RESTORATION of Monument Art & Historical Structures 

	   PRESERVATION of the Arboretum Setting, and 

	     EDUCATION and Enrichment Opportunities for the Community
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RESTORATION 

Restoration is at the heart of the Cave Hill 

Heritage Foundation mission and vision. As 

an outdoor art museum and repository of our 

city’s history, our restoration efforts focus on 

the recovery and revival of Cave Hill’s historic 

structures and monument art. The Cave Hill 

Heritage Foundation engages the practice of 

historic stone masonry restoration on many 

of the monuments and markers that dot the 

landscape. Specifically, this work is reserved 

for those lots where there is no means for 

easy communication with lot holders or their 

descendants. In 2021, our teams were very 

fortunate to focus attention on several sections 

within the oldest areas of Cave Hill Cemetery.

Photos (clockwise from top): the Cave Hill Heritage 
Restoration Crew replaces caulk joints in the floor of the 
Satterwhite monument; work being done to stabilize the facade 
of the Tompkins mausoleum in Section D; a Bridge to Crafts 
intern learns proper restoration practices - in 2022, the Cave 
Hill Heritage Foundation will begin the program which offers 
underrepresented youth hands-on technical training with the 
opportunity for a stable career.
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PRESERVATION 

The preservation of Cave Hill Cemetery’s 

wonderful urban arboretum is a critical focus 

of our organizational vision. The Cave Hill 

Heritage Foundation acquires tree specimen 

appropriate for planting in the rural garden-style 

cemetery, identifies trees and plants through 

signage, and documents horticultural material. 

We produce horticultural-related publications 

and see opportunities to protect the environment 

by promoting the preservation of plants and trees 

within Cave Hill Cemetery. In 2021, we were able 

to successfully fulfill the preservation portion of 

our vision statement through the following projects.

Photos (clockwise from top): In 2021 the Cave Hill Heritage 
Foundation completed a full inventory of every tree in our 
arboretum, including the ‘Henry Clay Ginkgo’ in Section N; Cave 
Hill Cemetery staff plan and discuss the arboretum mapping 
process with Davey Tree assosciates; Cave Hill Horticulture 
teams plants trees puchased with funds awarded through the 
MSD Urban Reforestation Grant


