
 

 

 
CAVE HILL CEMETERY 
166 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 

 
701 Baxter Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40204 
502.451.5630 ph   
502.451.5655 fax 
www.cavehillheritagefoundation.org 
 

 

consulting 

CAVE HILL CEMETERY 

166 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 

2014 Tour and Lecture Schedule of Cave Hill Cemetery  
 

¶ Historical Walking Tours: May 4, June 8, Sept. 14, Oct. 26 

All tours begin at 1:00 p.m./$15 per person 

 

¶ Twilight Tours: Apr. 26, May 17, June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 6, Oct. 11* 

All tours begin at 6:30 p.m./$35 per person 

  *Begins at 5:30 p.m. 

 

¶ Civil War Walking Tours: June 7, Oct. 11 

All tours begin at 9:00 a.m./$15 per person/$35 tour and book. 

 

¶ Evening Civil War Walking Tour: May 10 

Begins at 5:15 p.m./$15 per person 

 

¶ Arboretum Tour: June 7 

Begins at 10:00 a.m./$15 per person 

 

¶ Art & Artists Tours: May 11, October 5 

Tours begin at 1:00 p.m./$15 per person 

 

¶ ñInteractiveò Bourbon Tours: May 18, Sept. 14 

Tours begin at 1:00 p.m./$35 per person (wagon tour) 

 

¶ Lecture- ñResting in Peace: Civil War Leaders in Cave Hill Cemeteryò- June 28 (Crescent Hill Library at 10:30 a.m.), 

 July 8 (St. Matthews Library at 2:30 p.m.) - led by Bryan Bush 

 

¶ Lecture- ñThe Past, Present, and Future of Cave Hill Cemetery: Louisvilleôs Landmarkò- May 6 (St. Matthews  Library at 2:30 

p.m.), and October 16 (Crescent Hill Library at 2:30 p.m.)- led by J. Michael Higgs 

Cave Hill Heritage Foundation 
News 

Letter from the President 

Dear Friend of Cave Hill Cemetery, 
 

 Cave Hill is a sacred place, rich in his-

tory and unsurpassed in beauty. I am especially 

thankful this spring that Louisville is blessed 

with one of the finest cemeteries in the country. 

My mother recently died, and is now laid to 

rest beside my father. It gives my family and 

me great comfort to know that generations of 

our family rest peacefully in a beautiful place 

that is financially strong and incredibly well-

managed. 
 

 A regular feature of our newsletter is 

ñStories in Stoneò and this issue includes an 

article on Julia Churchill Blackburn, who was 

wife of Gov. Luke Blackburn and a member of 

the family for whom Churchill Downs was 

named.  
 

 In this issue, you can read about and 

see photographs of recent foundation projects, 

including the restoration of the Rustic Shelter 

House. This fascinating structure has been 

turned into a mini-museum. This issueôs Plant 

Profile features the Devilôs Walkingstick. An 

article written by Cave Hill Cemeteryôs Direc-

tor of Finance, Chris Rowan, about his participa-

tion in last fallôs run through Cave Hill is also 

included in this issue. 
 

 A listing of the 2013 photo contest win-

ners and advertisement for the 2014 contest  is 

also featured. I hope you enjoy seeing the beauti-

ful photographs from last yearôs contest, and if so 

inclined, will submit photos for the current con-

test. 
 

 One of the best ways to enjoy Cave Hill 

is by participating in one of the tours offered 

throughout the year. Please see the enclosed list 

of 2014 offerings. 
  

 There are many ways that you can help 

preserve the history, beauty, and sacred nature of 

Cave Hill. Please see the membership application 

form in this newsletter as well as recent financial 

information, and a list of foundation  donors. A 

special thank you to LG&E for a recent grant that 

will help plant trees in the cemetery. 
 

 Strong community support is essential to 

Cave Hillôs mission and your support of the Cave 

Hill Heritage Foundation is critical to our goals of 

restoration of monuments and historic buildings, 

preservation of the arboretum setting, and public 

education. Thank you for your support of Cave 

Hill! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Paul J. Bickel, III 
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Stories in Stone:  
Long and Beautiful Life  Ends 

 

Widow of Former Gov. Luke Black-

burn Was Noted for Her Good Deeds 

 

 Mrs. Julia Churchill Blackburn, 

89 years old, widow of Governor Luke P. 

Blackburn, died Tuesday at the residence 

of her grandnephew, R.C. Thruston, 

1338 South Third street. She was the 

youngest of sixteen children of an old 

and distinguished family and the last di-

rect descendant of Col. Samuel Church-

ill. 

 

 Funeral services will be held 

Thursday afternoon at 2:30 oôclock at 

Christ Church Cathedral. Burial will be 

private. 

 

 While Mrs. Blackburn had been 

in failing health for some time as she had 

a remarkable vitality that prolonged her 

life. She was not a woman to complain of 

her ailments and remained cheerful to the 

end. In recent years, as late as three years 

ago, she was able to go on a long trip 

throughout the Northwest. 

 

 Mrs. Blackburn is best known 

for her charitable work in the State Re-

formatory in Frankfort, while  

Death Comes to Mrs. Blackburn 
Article was reprinted verbatim from the Louisville Postï Original publication 

date was December 27, 1922. 

Cave Hill Heritage Foundation  
2013 Year-End Review 

Mr. Blackburn was Governor of Kentucky. 

She was an almost daily visitor to the pris-

on and spent many hours there comforting 

the charges of the State. During the Civil 

war she was among the most active work-

ers among sick and wounded soldiers.  

  

 Born September 30, 1833, in the 

old Churchill home, which is now known 

as Spring Grove, located south of Park 

boulevard and west of Preston-street road, 

she was the daughter of Col. Samuel 

Churchill and Abigail Oldham Churchill. 

The old Churchill burial ground south of 

the Southern railway crossing and west of 

Poplar Level road, is now within Churchill 

Park, which was purchased by her three 

grand nephews, R.C. Thruston Ballard, 

Lieutenant Governor; Charles T. Ballard 

and Rogers C. Thruston. 

 

 One of sixteen children born of 

this union, Mrs. Blackburn, then Miss Julia 

Churchill, married Dr. Luke Blackburn in 

1857. They had no children. In her early 

married life she took an active interest in 

Louisville, being a devout member of 

Christ Church Cathedral and a member of 

the Womanôs Club and Colonial Dames. 

 

 Mrs. Churchillôs paternal grandfa-

ther was Lieut. Col. William Oldham, who 

lost his life while commanding Kentucky 

troops at the battle of St. Clairôs defense on 

November 4, 1791. 

 Churchill Downs, the historic 

race course here was named for two of 

her brothers, John Churchill and Henry 

Churchill, who were among the found-

ers of the Jockey Club and pioneers in 

the local field of thoroughbred racing 

in Kentucky. 

 

 The death of Mrs. Blackburn 

recalls her celebrated husband, known 

the length and breadth of the South as a 

yellow fever expert and a man who 

risked his life many times to give battle 

to the dread disease. Dr. Blackburn was 

known as the ñHero of Hickmanò after 

he had gone to that city to fight an epi-

demic there. He remained at Hickman 

until frost came, until the last case had 

been disposed of. 

 

 So widespread was Dr. Black-

burnôs fame as a result of his valiant 

work at Hickman as well as at other 

places in the South, his many friends 

prevailed upon him to make the race 

for governor. This rest is history. He 

won by an overwhelming majority. 

While in the governorôs chair, he, 

though unused to political tactics, gave 

the State an efficient administration. 

His appointments were of men he be-

lieved capable. None were made by 

party bosses. 

2014 Views of Cave Hill Cemetery          
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Income Analysis

Analysis of Income & Highlights 

¶ Total Income: $101,878.00 

¶ 24% of donors live outside the Louisville area 

¶ 119 monuments and markers were restored in 2013 

¶ The Rustic Shelter House was restored and is in the process of being converted to a museum with Cave Hill Cemetery 

memorabilia 

¶ ñCocktails by the Lakeò was a major success 

 

 

 

Are you a photographer? Do you have good photo-
graphs of Cave Hill Cemetery? 
 
Enter your photos of the natural setting of  historic 
Cave Hill Cemetery in The Views of Cave Hill 
Cemetery photo contest.  
 
Winning photos will be included in our calendar. 
Prizes will be awarded from local area businesses. 
 
Rules and Regulations are posted on our website: 
www.cavehillcemetery.com 
 
For more information, call J. Michael Higgs,                         

Foundation Coordinator, 502.813.7761. 

Contest Ends September 26, 2014 


